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SUBJ: NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING 

1 . DURING COURTESY CALL BY AMBASSADOR ON MINISTER OF 
INTERIOR OCTAVIO LEPAGE, THE MINISTER STATED THAT 
OWENS-ILLINOIS HAD RAISED QUESTION OF POSSIBLE OFFERING 
OF REWARD FOR INFORMATION LEADING TO WILLIAM NIEHOUS. 

THE MINISTER SAID THAT THE GOV WAS RELUCTANT TO MAKE 
SUCH AN OFFER AND WAS SIMILARLY RELUCTANT TO PERMIT 
OWENS-ILLINOIS TO DO SO. THEY ARE PREPARED, HOWEVER, 

TO PERMIT DONNA NIEHOUS " AND FRIENDS OF THE NIEHOUS 
FAMILY" TO DO SO AND HAVE SUGGESTED THAT MRS NIEHOUS 
RETURN TO CARACAS FOR SUCH A PURPOSE 

2. IT WAS THE MINISTER'S THOUGHT THAT WITH DEPUTY 

SALOM MEZA ESPINOZA, WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS THE MASTERMIND 
BEHIND THE KIDNAPPING, BEHIND BARS IT WAS UNLIKELY 
THAT THE KIDNAPPERS WOULD HARM NIEHOUS. ONCE MEZA 
WAS TRIED AND SENTENCED, THIS WAS LESS LIKELY TO BE 
TRUE. HE THEREFORE THOUGHT THIS WAS AN OPPORTUNE 
MOMENT TO OFFER SUCH A REWARD. 

3. JAKE LONGAN INFORMED THE EMBASSY THAT DONNA NIEHOUS 
WAS IN FACT EXPECTED IN CARACAS TOMORROW AFTERNOON 
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BY HURRICANE BELLE. ACCORDING TO LONGAN, MRS NIEHOUS AND 
OWENS-ILLINOIS TOLEDO DID NOT YET KNOW THE REASON FOR 
HER RETURN TO CARACAS. WILLIAM COLEMAN IS STILL IN CARACAS 
AND HAS APPROVED THE PLAN. LONGAN SAID THAT THE REWARD 
WAS TO BE BS2 MILLION. 

4. IN A SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT, LONGAN STATED THAT 
RONALD KEW, A CANADIAN CITIZEN AND SALES MANAGER OF 
OWENS-ILLINOIS CARACAS, IS UNDER CONSIDERABLE SUSPICION 
AND HAS BEEN CALLED TO TESTIFY BEFORE THE MILITARY 
TRIBUNAL. REPORTEDLY, THE GOV HAS EVIDENCE THAT KEW 
HAD PARTICIPATED IN MEETINGS BETWEEN INDUSTRIALIST 
EMILIO CONDE JAHN AND SALOM MEZA ESPINOZA AND MIGHT 
HAVE MET WITH SALOM MEZA WALONE. ACCORDING TO LONGAN, 
KEW HAD INFORMED WILLIAM COLEMAN OF OWENS-ILLONOIS 
THAT HE HAD NOT SEEN SALOM MEZA FOR MORE THAN A YEAR. 
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